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PERSPECTIVE

How to kill local journalism in Florida

Your Turn
Pamela C. Marsh and Virginia Hamrick
Guest columnists

We write in celebration of Sunshine
Week, a nationally recognized event
dedicated to open government. Sun-
shine Week began here in Florida 20
years ago as “Sunshine Sunday,” origi-
nally launched by The Florida Society of

News Editors. The goal was to bring at-
tention to the importance of access to
government records, public participa-
tion in government meetings, and your
“right to know” what your governments
are doing at every level.

Each and every time Florida voters
have been asked to approve a constitu-
tional amendment expanding public ac-
cess to government meetings and rec-
ords, citizens have voted overwhelming-
ly in favor of greater transparency. Many
elected officials, however, do not share
their constituents’ love for open govern-
ment.

This year, as we come to the end of

Special edition of
Letters to the Editor

Our readers share their opinions today
about the Florida legislators approving
a bill banning most abortions after 15
weeks of pregnancy. Read the letters
inside.

the 2022 legislative session, there is lit-
tle to celebrate. The well-documented
decline of local journalism, and the re-
sulting development of news deserts,
has buttressed Florida’s wall of secrecy.
The assault on transparency has, in

turn, resulted in greater damage to the
free press, making it harder for journal-
ists to do their jobs — and for Floridians
to evaluate their leaders and hold them
to account.

Public records and meetings laws,
meant to ensure government account-
ability, are under siege by the Legisla-
ture. Journalists, of course, are not the
only ones who suffer. The decline of lo-
cal journalism leads to a less-informed,
and less politically active, public. State
and local leaders are likewise less ac-
countable to the people they serve.

See JOURNALISM, Page 15B

WAR IN UKRAINE

Juan Morales, owner of Western Fence Supply in Fort Myers, painted a “We stand with Ukraine” sign that stands along Evans Avenue in
Fort Myers. He painted the sign earlier this week. Morales said “I think the world should stand against him and unite to fight this bully
and bring peace to the country.” ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS

What would Reagan
have done on Ukraine?

What if
Putin feels
cornered by
sanctions?

Your Turn
Lew Paper
Guest columnist

As the Russian assault on Ukraine moves
forward to the horror of the world, there is re-
portedly a growing concern among American
decision-makers that the sanctions and oth-
er commercial pressures on Russia will even-
tually make Russian president Vladimir Pu-
tin feel cornered and then lead to disastrous
consequences for the world.

According to one account in the New York
Times, American intelligence officials have
advised the White House and Congress of
Putin’s tendency “to double down when he
feels trapped” and that one of his reactions
might be a willingness “to take the war be-
yond Ukraine’s borders.”

As evidence of that tendency, those offi-
cials pointed to Putin’s recent announcement
that he had elevated Russia’s nuclear arsenal

See PAPER, Page 24B

THE LEADER IN OUTPATIENT 2021

Your Turn
Karna Small Bodman

Guest columnist

Having the honor of serving six years in
the Reagan White House, first as Deputy
Press Secretary, then as Senior Director of
his National Security Council staff, some
Naples friends, distraught over the plight of
Ukrainians under attack by the murderous
Vladimir Putin have asked the question,
“What do you think President Reagan
would have done?”

While I would not presume to “know”
what would be in the mind of the man I con-
sider to be the best president in my lifetime,
I can look back and reflect on many of his
instincts and actions, especially his com-
mitment to freedom and use of the phrase
“We Win, They Lose,” when it came to deal-
ing with the (then) Soviet Union.

First, he believed in leading by example.
One of his first acts as president was to pro-
pose a large increase in our depleted de-
fense budget to show the world he truly
meant to achieve “Peace Through
Strength.”

KNEE REPLACEMENT
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President Ronald Reagan talks with
Deputy Press Secretary Karna Small
Bodman in the State Dining room at a
luncheon for Editors in 1983.
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Second, he worked to enhance our coun-
try’s and Europe’s energy resources by sup-
porting the Alaska pipeline, reducing regu-
lations on energy companies, pushing for
more drilling on federal lands, encouraging
the Netherlands and Norway to develop
new natural gas resources while stopping

See BODMAN, Page 24B
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an early Russian pipeline.

Third, when presented with an op-
portunity to help countries yearning for
freedom from the Soviet yoke, he set up
a (then secret) operation with Lech Wa-
lesa and Pope John Paul II to shore up
the Solidarity Union Movement with
funds, communications, and enhanced
intelligence, thus laying the ground-
work for their uprising against massive
Soviet occupiers and eventual declara-
tion of Poland’s independence.

Fourth, he pioneered a breakthrough
program to develop a missile defense
system, then worked with allies to de-

ploy the technology to stop missile at-
tacks in many parts of the world.

Yes, my friends say, “but what about
now?” OK, let’s apply some of those
same principles to today and see how
they might have precluded the assault
on Ukraine.

Here is what I believe Reagan would
NOT HAVE DONE:

He would not have offered such a mi-
nuscule raise in today’s defense budget
while requesting trillions more for do-
mestic spending, which not only is rais-
ing inflation to historic levels but shows
our enemies we're simply not serious
about maintaining the best defense
ever.

He would not have directed the di-
sastrous withdrawal from Afghanistan
and abandoned not only Americans but

thousands of Afghans who aided our
forces there, indicating to all how we
could behave in such a weak and feck-
less manner.

He would not have been so slow to
send defensive weapons such as anti-
tank Javelins, Stingers, other missile
defense systems and fighter jets to Uk-
raine when it was obvious from Putin’s
declarations months and years earlier
that his aim was to reconstitute the old
Soviet Union.

He would not have unilaterally sabo-
taged our own energy independence,
killing the Keystone pipeline, cancelling
permits, and increasing regulations
thus necessitating our continued im-
portation of Russian oil and gas.

He would not have waited to declare
massive sanctions on Russia’s financial

systems, oligarchs, and Putin himself,
but worked with our allies to put them in
place before any invasion of Ukraine,
saying that they would only be lifted af-
ter Russian troops were withdrawn.
Reagan’s actions would have echoed
Wayne Gretzky’s line, “You don’t skate
to the puck; you skate to where the puck
is going to be.”

Granted, some actions such as send-
ing more aid and arms to Ukraine are
now taking place, but we all pray it isn’t
“Too Little, Too Late,” as the brave Uk-
rainians fight on to save their country.

Karna Small Bodman, a Naples resi-
dent, served as Senior Director, National
Security Council staff in the Reagan
White House and is the author of the
book Trust but Verify.www.karnabod-
man.com.
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Continued from Page 1B

to a “combat ready” status.

History provides ample support for
that concern of American officials.

Foreign leaders — especially those
bent on war — may have no compunc-
tion about expanding hostilities if the
only alternative is economic capitula-
tion.

There is no better example than Japan
in 1941.

The United States had initiated sanc-
tions against Japan in1938 to reverse Ja-
pan’s military aggression in China. By
the summer 0f 1941 — as Japan’s military
incursions spread to Southeast Asia —
those sanctions were broadened to pro-
hibit the export of much needed oil to Ja-
pan as well as all other American-made
products.

American officials hoped and expect-
ed that the sanctions would bring the
Empire of the Rising Sun to its knees.

The sanctions did in fact cripple the
Japanese economy. Rice was being ra-
tioned.

There was little gasoline for cars be-
cause Japan’s stockpile of oil had to be
reserved for military uses, and so most of
the few cars traversing Tokyo’s streets
had to be fitted with a charcoal engine.

Even imported coffee was unavail-
able. It had been replaced by another
brew, about which, the New York Times
correspondent reported, “it was better
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A protest sign says what many people are thinkin in light of Russia's attack on

Ukraine. TAYA GRAY/THE DESERT SUN

not to ask too many questions.”

By the beginning of November 1941,
American Ambassador Joseph Grew re-
ported to Secretary of State Cordell Hull
that American sanctions had achieved
their intended goal: “the greater part of
Japan’s commerce has been lost, Japa-
nese industrial production has been
drastically curtailed, and Japan’s nation-
al resources have been depleted.”

But Grew warned Hull that he should
not take comfort from the result. “In Ja-
pan,” he advised the Secretary of State,
“apsychology of despair leads character-
istically to a do-or-die reaction.” And so,
said the American ambassador, it would
be “short-sighted” to believe that the
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sanctions would force Japan to yield to
American demands.

Quite the contrary.

Grew stressed that Japan was pre-
pared to initiate a “suicidal” war with the
United States and that “armed conflict
with the United States may come with
dangerous and dramatic suddenness.”
For Japanese leaders, said Grew, annihi-
lation in a suicidal war with the United
States was better than the humiliation of
succumbing to American pressure.

Hull did not give much credence to
Grew’s warning, and the rest, of course,
is history.

To be sure, there are differences be-
tween the circumstances surrounding
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Japan’s leaders in 1941 and those sur-
rounding Putin today. But there is a re-
markable commonality.

By 1941, Japan’s relations with the
United States — like Putin’s more recent
relations with the United States — had
been marked by long-standing hostility.
(Japan was reviled by President Theo-
dore Roosevelt’s compromise in 1905 for
termination of the Russo-Japanese War
because it deprived Japan of the fruits of
its successful military campaigns, and,
while working in China in the early
1900s, Hull adviser Stanley Hornbeck
vividly remembered hearing about Japa-
nese students talking about the “war
which Japan was going to have with the
United States.”)

Like Putin’s affiliation with China, Ja-
pan’s leaders believed they could find
solace only with America’s enemies (and
thus signed a Tripartite Alliance with
Nazi Germany and fascist Italy in 1940).
And like Putin, Japanese leaders’ per-
sonal pride had a higher priority than
their country’s economic well-being.

None of this means that the United
States and other countries should retreat
from sanctions and other economic
pressures against Putin and Russia. But
it does mean that such sanctions and
pressures could have unintended conse-
quences.

It’s all a matter of remembering that
forewarned is forearmed.

Lew Paper is a Naples resident and is
the author of In the Cauldron: Terror,
Tension, and the American Ambassa-
dor’s Struggle to Avoid Pearl Harbor.

JOIN US AT OUR AAA BRANCH FOR A TRAVEL EVENT

Join us to start exploring 1,000s of vacation options from AAA Travel Preferred Partners.
Talk one-on-one with travel industry experts and AAA Travel Advisors. Plus, attend the keynote presentation with
Patricia Schultz for your chance to win a signed copy of her book “1,000 Places to See Before You Die”.

m Visit booths and meet face-to-face with experts from
the world’s leading cruise, tour, hotel and
destination companies before talking with a AAA
Travel Advisor to plan the best vacation just for you

m Hear all about exciting domestic and
international destinations, limited-time
exclusive offers and what to expect
when you travel now

m Take advantage of day-of-show offers from AAA
Preferred Partners & membership values that can't
be found anywhere else - including 5 combinable
ways to save!

Speak live with travel industry experts
and AAA Travel Advisors via Zoom or chat
for guidance on how to safely navigate
the new world of travel

EVENT SPECIAL! SAVE UP TO *500 WHEN YOU BOOK YOUR VACATION WITH AAA TRAVEL*

Plus, attend this event & see how you can qualify to win
a FREE 7-day Caribbean Cruise with Holland America.

laimer - 22-TR-0833-F

*Offer combinable with AAA Member Benefits, 444 Vacations® Amenities. Day-of-Show offers and more. Restrictions apply. For terms & conditions, visit virtual travelshows com/aaa-
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GET SPECIAL OFFERS FOR SWFL LIVING

Find the perfect blinds, shades, shutters, or curtains for your unique space.
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Gabor Backstrap
Shell Leather

Quality and Service Beyond Compare

THE METRO WAY
FREE CONSULTATION
FREE MEASURING
FREE INSTALLATION*

When you invest in new window treatments,

it's important to choose a team who will get your proj-
ect done right the first time. We invite you

to experience the same outstanding service and fami-
ly atmosphere our customers have raved

about for almost 30 years.

Gabor Slide
in Carmel
Leather

Gabor Slide

in Black Leather

Fort Myers | Cape Coral | Bonita Springs | Naples

Each Gabor shoe comes with a luxurious

contoured footbed with exquisite metatarsal
support, premium cushioning, and are crafted
using high quality, sustainably sourced materials.

WE'LL MAKE SURE YOUR WINDOW TREATMENTS FIT YOUR HOME,
YOUR LIFESTYLE, AND YOUR BUDGET.
WE GUARANTEE IT.

8961 Tamiami Trail N. Naples
At The Pavilion Shopping Center
239-351-2260

9902 Gulf Coast Main St. Ft. Myers
At The Gulf Coast Town Center

239-337-9810

HAPPY FEET

Footwear For a Healthier You

*$900 minimum order. Surcharges may apply. Contact us for details.
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